Adolescent coping behavior when confronted with a friend with AIDS.
The coping strategies employed by adolescents (n = 871) when presented with a hypothetical situation of a friend with AIDS were examined. Adolescents reported a wide range of imagined responses that were generally adaptive. Girls more than boys and distressed students more than nondistressed students were likely to endorse adaptive coping items. Comparison of the students with a separate sample (n = 472) that responded to a hypothetical situation of a suicidal peer revealed more distress in girls for the AIDS problem and more distress in boys for the suicide problem, contrary to expectations. Adolescents were more distressed and endorsed a wider variety of coping strategies in response to the AIDS scenario than to the suicide problem. Implications for care of adolescents dealing with these significant issues are discussed.